The Land League; the Boycott} and Mrs. O*Shea
concessions to the Irish people (which were subsequently
made) at the time when they might most usefully have been
granted; and the result of their refusal was that Mr. Shaw*s
position collapsed beneath him, and his followers, for the
most part, transferred their obedience to ParnelL An
immediate result of the activities of Parnell's party was the
introduction into the House of Commons by Mr* Forster of a
" Compensation for Disturbance Bill/* which was carried
in the Commons, after more than a month's discussion, by
a majority of sixty-seven votes, and rejected by the House of
Lords, after two days* discussion, by a majority of 231 votes*
44 Soon after the rejection of the Bill/* says the Annual Register,
44 there came most disquieting reports from Ireland* There
were riots at evictions; tenants who had ventured to take the
place of the evicted occupiers were assaulted, their property
damaged, their ricks burned, their cattle maimed; there was a
mysterious robbery of arms from a ship lying in Queenstown
Harbour; and it was said that a plot had been discovered for
the blowing up of Cork Barracks/* The Land League
increased its membership at an astonishing rate* Miss Anna
Parnell was hurrying up and down the country inciting
women to resolutions which, when he heard of them, dis-
gusted her brother*
It is no part of our business here to conceal facts* Irish
movements have undeniably been accompanied by outbursts
of crime which appal the sensibilities* Ireland, until lately,
was represented as a drooping damsel, abandoned and mourn-
ful, who vainly endeavoured to play lugubrious music on
a broken harp* It was a pretty picture, but not entirely
faithful to its subject* Mr* William Butler Yeats, that very
urban author who was reputed because of a prolonged resi-
dence in Bedford Park and the purlieus of the Euston Road
to have unique knowledge of the nature of peasants and the
problems of agriculture, invited his readers to believe that